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Aug 3rd-

I cannot believe how lucky | am to be herein Tuscany again! | studied Italianin Sienna
for two months when | was 19 yearsold, and | had the greatest time of my life, so Italy
feelslike asecond home to mel

| arrived in Florence and got straight into acar with my manager who came to pick me up
specially, because we needed to drive really fast to Cortona where a press conference was
waiting. | walked in to the press conference and was seated with Sir Anthony Hopkins! |
was in the movie Hannibal starting Sir Anthony, and he remembered me when |
mentioned thisto him!

It was really amazing to be answering

guestions along with him to an audience of

international press- The Festival Del Soleisso

great becauseit’s so high profile, yet so

intimate! | then had 45 mins at home to

unpack and get ready to attend the

exhibition of Sir Anthony’ s artwork series,

Masks, which was pretty amazing, and then

wewereall invited to dinner at the

Ferragamo Family’s Villa, 1| Borro- we had an amazing moonlit evening under the stars
and it looked soo cinematic—check out this picture.. it almost looks unreal!
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Aug 4"-

| slept and rested the whole day because my stomach was feeling off—just ordered room
servicein my fabulous resort || Falconiere. A needed day of rest after travelling between
Ny, Paris, and London over the past 2 weeks. Well, | ploughed through loads of e-mail,
worked and studied a bit and did a phone interview, but | didn’t leave my suite, so | still
consider that rest! ©

Aug 5"-

My first rehearsal with The Brussels Chamber Orchestraand Michagl Guttman, and it
was really fun and very funny! We were rehearsing in a studio with avery loud acoustic.
After about 20 mins of loud sound, we decided we would have to find another placeto
rehearse. So we ended up finishing the last hours of our rehearsal outside on the hillside
with agorgeous view of the Tuscan Valey at sunset! Couldn’t get any better than that!!
Spent the evening at my hotel resting for the next day’ s concert.

Aug 6™M-

The Concert!

| had the dress rehearsal on the same day from 12-2pm- thisis pretty normal for concerts,
but it's dways tricky, because | want to sing enough to get in another good rehearsal with
the orchestra, but | also want to save my voice for the evening.




Then | went home to rest before the show. This concert was one off the best concerts|
have ever done!! | was so relaxed and the
intimacy of the setting wasrealy
wonderful- also the acoustic was much
better than 2008, because the inside of the
theatre had been redone to make it more
acoustically friendly. | had standing
ovations and did two encores- | couldn’t
believe that the audience was so
responsive.. when they are happy, it's so
rewarding for me. So thiswas anight to
remember.. ©




Aug 7"-
No rest for mel!

| had to wake up at 8am, to start preparations for the photoshoot for Rondo Magazine!
But who can complain? © | was sitting on the Italian hillside outside my suite/villabeing
styled, the weather was perfect, the photographer Gaetano, and makeup and hair stylist,
Viv were fantastic, and friendly, so we had agreat time posing all around the resort and
just taking casual pictures!
ks gl P, Pl







After that, | did two interviews and then drove out to visit friends in the countryside. In
the evening, | was a guest at one of the concerts where | heard the premiere of Sir
Anthony Hopkins compositions- he isa multi talented artist!






